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This GIS model:

ÅAssesses the entire Yukon for current tourism assets

ÅIs based on 10 criteria identified by the industry

ÅEvaluates about 2 million discrete cells, of about ¼ km² 
each, across the territory 

ÅIs based on existing and freely available data

ÅCan be re-used, altered, amended and adjusted
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Criteria theme 1:
Scenery

Criteria:
Positive

Mountainous terrain
Visibility of large water bodies
Vantage

Negative
Roads
Forest harvesting areas
Within view shed of other infrastructure



Criteria theme 2:
Wildlife

Criteria:
Wildlife Key Areas for mammals
Wildlife Key Areas for birds
Important Bird Areas
Wildlife viewing hotspots
Interpreted wildlife viewing locations
Within ranges of caribou herds



Criteria theme 3:
Accessibility

Criteria:
Cost for a location is the lowest cost selected 
from the following modes:

Travel by surface (road, water, land)
Travel by traditional fixed-wing aircraft
Travel by float plane
Travel by helicopter



Criteria theme 4:
Activity-based

Criteria:
Water-based activities
Trail-based activities
Fishing
Existing tourism activities
Variety of activities within tourism regions



Criteria theme 5:
Cultural heritage & 
interpretation

Criteria:
Places of historic importance
Canadian Register of Historic Places
National Historic Sites
First Nation routes & sites as identified in Final 
Agreements
Interpretive signs along highways & Yukon 
River



Criteria theme 6:
Near environment

Criteria:
Terrain analysis: southern exposure/low winter 
sun horizon
Proximity to water body (river, lake, ocean)
Forest damage from fire
Forest damage from insects


